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rebels in tho Bscambray, was tried 


before a Revolutionary ‘ribunal and 


executed on Harch 12. liorgan was aleo formerly with the "Second Front". 


It is vory difficult to know just how many people were fighting 
in ‘the Escambray mountains. It seems to be clear however that at least 
some were at large for almost six months, that the number varied con~ 
siderably during that period, and that the number increased about the 
beginning of this year. It also seems that they were not re-inforced 
from outside Cuba, and that a large Proportion were local people from 
las Villao Province. Neither the Armed Forces Commauniqué nor Castro on 
liereh 4 suggested that any of those captured had come in from the U.S. 
or elsewhere. What is more important is to know how many are still 
there. The official line is that only a few remain and are being 
mopped up. This was also the impression obtained by the Daily Express 
Correspondent Thursby when he succeeded in visiting the area: on 
February 23, but he did not go much beyond Trinidad and was very much 
in the hans of the authorities. Miss Irons of the Sunday Timos, 


accompanied by Robert Starkie, the 


would.be correspondent of the Toronto 


Telegram, went there on Harch 2 and were able to get further afield. As 


1 have reported in other contexts, 


reliable, but we do not discredit their joint 


we do not regard Starkie as very 
story that when they were 


there the main part of the resistance had been suppressed. Starkie 
admitted that it was very difficult to know how Many people had been 
involved, and the figures would depend upon whether or not one counted tho 
considerable number of local farmers and peasants who had assisted the 
rebels, Starkie claimed to have seen somo of those people who were in a 
terrible state of destitution and who were claiming that they hed been 
forced to collaborate. Many of them had been taken prisoner or at least 
held by the Government ferces and some had boen transferred to State farms 
and co-operatives in other parts of the province. The press has made mich 
of the campaign of education and indoctrination which has been carried out 
by the militia amongst the leoal peasants. Othor informants ineluding 
British staff of tho Cable ἃ Wireless Station at OienfuegoBPe Cuban who 
escaped and has taken asylum in tho Brazilian Embassy, are also agreed that 
the main resistenco has been crushed. On the othor hand, it is- generally 
agreed that it has not boen completely put down, The official version 
allows about eighty people still in the hills. The manager of Oeble & 
Wireless from Cienfuegos whe came up to Havana today thinks thero are 
probably rather more, and that thero is still a very great amount of 
tension in the area amongst Government officials. But according to him 

it is invasion or raids from outside which they fear most. ‘The militia in 
the aren which numbor botween 40 and 60,000 have not boen sent homé. And I 
must add that the French Military Attaché, who has been visiting Cube from 
his headquarters in the French Antilles and tho has travelled in Las Villas 


province, puts the number of. those 


still at large ag high as 2600. 


The official communiqué also lists large qantities of arms which have 
been captured from supply drops. I attended tho Opening ceremony of the 


exhibition of captured equipment re 


~ Vi‘. Ho, 186, whon Dr. Olivares Sanches, 


addressed such members of the Diplo 


ferred to in paragraph 2 of our telegram 
the Aoting Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
matic Corps. as chose to attend, and asked 


thet they report to their Governments on those “irrefutable Pfoofs' of U.S, 
aggression against Cuba. Most of the arms on show are brand new and in 


their original packing oases: which 
they were captured before they ever 


Would be consistent with the story that 
reached the hands of the counter~ 


revolutionaries, Olivares said in conversation that the arms in the 
exhibition had been taken over a fairly long period of operations, It may 


evon be that it inoludes some weapo 
The communiqué of October 8, 1960 a 


ne captured ae long ago as last year. 
iso referred to the capture of arms 


dropped by parachute. The lists in the latest communiqué however do not 
specifically mention drops before January 6 this year. 
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As regarda open armed resistance in other parte of Guba, we 
have no firm information. In his speech of March 4, Castro stated that 
groups of men had been landed in various parts of the coast, but that 
all had been picked up. This conneots with rumours which reached us of 
landings last month on the north coast of Oriente and in Pinar del Rio. 
There was also a story that a small group, consisting at least in part 
of deserters from the police and army in the Guantanamo area, had been 
operating in the Sierra Maestra. : 


Leaf 8.38 


There have been Β number of inoursiona by airoraft over Havana 
and other cities, dropping leaflets calling on students to strike, and 
over other parts of the country dropping arms and supplied. The same δὲ το 
craft have probably been used for both purposes on some occasions. Acoord~ 
ing to the Government version the leaflets are immediately burned by the 
populdee and the arms and supplies invariably fall into the hands of loyal 
forees. Such leaflets as we have seen are pretty.poor stuff. There is a 
map in the exhibition mentioned above giving the places where aircraft 

have allegedly infringed Cuban sovereignty on over 20 occasions since 
FProsident Kennedy's inauguration. 


Sabotage and other incidents, 


Acts of sabotage have increased in recent weeks and have spread to 
provincial towne as well as Hayane. In the capital itself, though soarcely 
a night passes without at least one explosion, it is not quite ao noisy as 

in November and December last. It is our impression, however, that while 
the number of bombs Μὰ have decreased, they are now doing more damage than 
before, and thet this is the intention of those who place them. Several 
distriote of Havana were without electricity for three nights in succession 
last week following damage to cables and transformers, a bomb damaged the 
P.S.P. office in Vedado on March 7, and at the Belot (formerly Esso) refinery 
one petrol tank lorry was blown up and five othera destroyed by fire on 
March 6. This latter incident might well have done serious damage had not 
the fire brigade been on the scene very quickly, together with President 
Dortieés, Fidel Castro and other notables. Industriel sabotage is on the 
inerease - so far this month wo have had a fire at a paper factory in Havana, 
another at le Conchita preserves factory in Pinar del Rio province and the 
destruction of a number of vehicles at the Coca-Vola factory near Havana, 

the burning of a bus on the road near Baouranao, εἰ fire in the "El Encanto" 
department store in Bantiago de Guba and the placing of a bomb in the tail 

of a Consteliation aircraft belonging to Cubana (this was discovered before 
the aircraft took off). A baggasse mill in Clenfuegos has been burnt out. 

Two nights ago there was a serioup.fire in one of the storehouses of the 

"Ten Cente" department store in Havana which has been ascribed to sabotage. 
Other inoldents indlude the placing of bomba in er under private cars - most 
of the cars directly involved have belonged to members of the army or 
militia, but a bumb in the basement garage of the Havana Libre Hotel last 
week damaged other oars as well. Shooting incidents have also become more 
frequent, the most notable perhaps being the shooting dead of the head of 

6.2 in Las Villas province at the end of February. EarJy in March there was 
an incident in the Miramr distriot which was thought to have been an attempt 
on Ché Guevara's life, but we can confirm no more than the fact that one Arny - 
| captain was wounded. Several militiamen have been shot dead or wounded ‘in 
other incidents. At the commemoration of the-“la Coubre" disaster on Maroh " 
4, a car drove up to the orowd waiting to hear Fidel Castro speck end from 4t 
shots were fired which wounded several people, though no attempt was made to. 
fire at the people on the platform. As you will have seen from the News 
Agency reports, on March 13 a motor vessel approached the harbour entrance at ὦ 
Santiago de Cuba and opened fire at the 011 storage tanks of tho former Texae 
refinery with machine-guns and cannon, causing some damage, before retiring ἃ 
seaward - allegedly to take shelter in the Guant&namo naval base. 
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8 response to the reaurgence of sabotage 
and other counter-revo lutionary 


aots has been to resume summary trial: 
and executions of those captured 


| The Cuban Government! 
e Apart from former’, Revolutionar 


I am copying this letter to Misg 


Brown in Washington, Heath in 
Mexico City, Royce in Caracas, and to th 


8 Commander, Caribbean Area, 
IES ITE . 


(I.J.M. Sutherland), 
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